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Kawahara Elementary School in Nishihara Village, Kumamoto Prefecture will be a research partner school
starting from October 2025!

1. Nishihara Village in Kumamoto Prefecture is located about 20 km east of the center of Kumamoto City,
between the Kumamoto metropolitan area and the Aso Caldera (Nango Valley). It suffered significant
damage from the "2016 Kumamoto Earthquake (Seismic intensity 7)" that occurred around 1:25 a.m. on
April 16, 2016.

2. The area where Kawahara Elementary School in Nishihara Village is located overlooks Takabatayama,
known as Kawahara Fuji, and is rich in nature, with attractions such as the Shiraito Waterfall, overflowing
with clean water, and the lush Hama-no-tani Valley.

3. Kawahara Elementary SchoolAddress: 976 Kawahara, Nishihara Village, Aso District, Kumamoto
Prefecture, 861-2404, JapanNumber of Students: 70 as of 2024 academic year

4. Research ActivitiesGuidance: Teacher Ikuko Matsubara, Principal Ai Imamura, Former Nishihara Village
Board of Education Director Ryoichi Takeshita

Target Students: 12 first-grade students at Kawahara Elementary School

5. Theme: "Let's find," "Let's try," "Let's preserve" the treasures of our hometown

6. Lesson PlanPhase 1: Let's look for "the colors of our hometown"Phase 2: What kinds of colors are in our
hometown?Phase 3: What colors are the treasures of our hometown?

7. Implementation Status

10/21 (Tue)Phase 1: Let's look for the colors of our hometown (Life Studies) - Let's find autumn

O Let's try to discover the autumn colors in our area. (Theme)

O Using cards with nine colored papers (green, light green, yellow, red, orange, brown, light blue, etc.),
students noticed the various colors in the local area through a color bingo game. [Reflections and
Observations]|

10/31 (Fri)Phase 2: Let's look for the colors of our hometown

O Let's find the differences between the colors of Kawahara and Oita. (Theme)

O Using soil from Kawahara and Oita, students created freehand drawings and noticed the differences
based on the soil colors. [Reflections and Observations]

O Children's voice :"Teacher, it really becomes paint. I want to make more!""The soil in the sweet potato
field is really soft.""The soil in Jigoku has a different smell than Kawahara soil.""It smells like hot springs."
"When we mixed Kawahara soil and Jigoku soil, it turned purple."

O Opinion of Ryoichi Takeshita, former Superintendent of Education of Nishihara Village

(D Above all, the fact that the children's interest never waned until the very end speaks to the depth of this
subject matter.

(2 To make instructional materials truly effective, the perspective is crucial... Here, observing nature
starting from "color" leads from color to scent, texture, and to the facts present there (such as delicious
sweet potatoes growing in soft soil). I believe this kind of learning cultivates a genuine eye for observing
things. At the same time, instructional materials are needed that capture the connections among people,

objects, and events—Tlike "the treasures of one's hometown"—within a single picture.



