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A special class entitled "Fostering Inquiry and Regional Understanding through Color" was

held at Beppu Nishi Junior High School.

Invited by Shozo Tashiro, the first captain of the deep-sea research vessel "Shinkai 6500" and advisor to the
Marine Science and Technology Strategy Department of the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and
Technology (JAMSTEC), the class utilized the learning material "The Sea and Sky of Our Hometown

(Regional Disaster Prevention)" to foster regional understanding and inquiring minds through color.

On December 15, 2025, with the cooperation of Beppu Nishi Junior High School and the Beppu City Board
of Education, a special class was held using existing teaching materials and the newly created learning
material "The Sea and Sky of Our Hometown." The class, led by Ryoji Teruyama, combined the research
group's "Regional Colors, Your Own Colors," the school's "Dream Project,” and the Board of Education's
"Beppu Studies."

Building on this special class, on January 26, 2026, a special class was held at Beppu Nishi Junior High
School with the theme "The wonders of the deep sea seen through color, our home sea, and the blessings
and threats of the sea," with Shozo Tashiro, advisor to the Marine Science and Technology Strategy
Department of the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC) and first captain
of the deep-sea research vessel Shinkai 6500, as the lecturer.

Organized by: "Regional Colors, My Colors" Study Group (Fostering Regional Understanding and Inquiry
through Color)

Co-organized by: Beppu City Board of Education (Beppu Studies), Beppu Municipal Beppu Nishi Junior
High School (Dream Project)

Date and Time: Monday, January 26, 2026, 1:30 PM to 3:10 PM

Location: Beppu Municipal Beppu Nishi Junior High School Gymnasium

Target: 118 second-year students at Beppu Nishi Junior High School + faculty and staff

Lecturer: Shozo Tashiro, Advisor, Marine Science and Technology Strategy Department, Japan Agency for
Marine-Earth Science and Technology (JAMSTEC)

(Founding Captain of the Deep-Sea Research Vessel "Shinkai 6500")

Theme: "The Mysteries of the Deep Sea" and "Our Hometown Sea" from the Perspective of "Color," and
"The Benefits and Threats of the Ocean"

(Based on the Learning Material "The Sea and Sky of Our Hometown (Regional Disaster Prevention)")



